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Recovery of the gray wolf (Canis 
lupus) in the northern Rocky 
Mountains moved a step closer 
November 22, 1994, when the Fish and 
Wildlife  Service (FWS) approved a plan 
to establish experimental populations of 
this Endangered animal in Yellowstone 
National Park and central Idaho. 

Separate rules published in the 
Federal Register outlined how the FWS 
will  conduct reintroductions and the 
manner in which wolves will  be man-
aged once released. The rules, one 
addressing reintroduction in Yellow-
stone National Park and the other in 

central Idaho, describe reintroduction 
methods and designate wolves in each 
area as "non-essential, experimental" 
populations under Section 10(j) of the 
Endangered Species Act. This provision 
of the Act allows Federal and State 
resource agencies and private citizens 
greater flexibility  in managing reintro-
duced animals. 

Specifically, such a designation will 
allow wolves to be killed, under certain 
condit ions, if they are preying upon 
livestock. Although unlikely, if  wild 
populations ot deer, elk, and other large 
game are affected severely by wolf pre-

dation, wolves could be moved under 
an approved State management plan. 

Wolves within the boundaries of two 
areas — one in and around Yellowstone 
National Park and the other in and 
around the central Idaho wilderness 
areas — are designated as non-essential 
experimental. Neither of these areas 
currently supports breeding wolves. 
The experimental population area for 
the Yellowstone region includes the 
entire State of Wyoming, a portion of 
southeastern Idaho east of Interstate 1 5, 
and a port ion of Montana east of 
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